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Bududa Learning Center
Newsletter
Greetings From Barbara
Here I am back in
North America, hard at
work on behalf of the
Bududa Learning Center.
Although as I get older it
takes me longer to adjust
to the time changes and
sleep deprivation entailed
by travelling, I am as busy
as ever, updating the
website, fundraising, and
dealing with the minutiae
of the financial and
educational decisions
required to support our
individual orphans and
needy children.
My February and
March stay in Bududa was
particularly special as I
joined forces with covolunteers Sheila Havard
and Louisa Spawls, who
have long since become
my friends through our
joint work for the Uganda
program.
What was most
exciting about this trip
though was the arrival of
six special guests from
Myers Park Presbyterian
Church in Charlotte, North
Carolina, who travelled to
Bududa to meet us and
experience our program
first hand.
This outreach
mission was the highlight
of our time. Straight off the
plane, they threw
themselves into our life
and work and touched
everyone with their

generosity and
enthusiasm. Showing
thoughtfulness and
genuine interest in
everyone they
encountered, young or
old, rich or poor, they built
relationships wherever
they went. Their visit was
the highlight of our time in
Bududa. When they left us
to go on a safari to a
national park, they invited
four Bududans to join
them.
Even more
excitingly, the group
members hope to return to
Bududa with their families.
After our visitors
left, we volunteers settled
back into our regular
routine. For us foreigners,
the changing seasons
have little impact except
perhaps when our
movements are hampered
by the roads becoming
bogs in the rainy season.
For our neighbours
though, scattered around
the hillsides in their small
plots, the onset of the
rains is a time of renewal,
hope and promise. All
farm work has to be done
manually and the
universal tool is a hoe.
When the soil is ready to
be prepared and sown,
villagers rise at dawn
when the air is still cool.
Men, women and children
hasten to their fields, the

women often with their
babies strapped to their
backs. The sun comes up;
the earth shines with the
dew. The sound of hoes
striking the hard clods of
red dirt rings out far and
wide.
One of our
neighbours, Diana Kibone,
is an orphan in our
program who lives in a
simple mud hut with her
sister and Granny. As they
do not own any land, we
suggested they use some
of the land near our
program’s guesthouse.
When conditions were
right, all three came to dig.
Granny arrived in her bare
feet with an ear-to-ear
smile on her face that
never left her. For a
landless villager to have
some land at her disposal
was an immense privilege.
The prospect of planting
corn and beans did not
guarantee food security
for the small household
given the possible
vagaries of the weather,
but it certainly boosted
their chance of a steady
diet no end.
Granny’s
happiness made my day.
It is humbling, but infinitely
rewarding, when such a
small gesture can make
such a difference in the
life of a Bududa family.
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Bududa Learning Center 2017 Budget
North American Donors

Total
Revenue

Student Fees

419,476,349 UGX
(119,850 USD)

Guest House

89%
11%

.06%

The numbers are the
expected actuals in
Ugandan shillings
(UGX) and converted
to American Dollars
(USD) at an
exchange rate of
about
3,500 UGX = 1 USD.

North American Donors
373,058,401 UGX (106,588 USD)
Student Fees
46,128,948 UGX (13,180 USD)

Guest House Fees
289,000 UGX (83 USD)

Total
Expenditure
419,476,349 UGX
(119,850 USD)
38%

Payroll Expenses
161,358,323 UGX (46,102 USD)

14%

Meals
57,840,050 UGX (16,526 USD)
Special Arrangements
54,951,000 UGX (15,700 USD)
Program Expenditure
32,819,980 UGX (9,377 USD)
Facilities & Equipment
24,880,000 UGX (7,109 USD)
Travel & Meetings
24,874,000 UGX (7,107 USD)
Stationery, Supplies, & Medical
Care
23,848,996 UGX (6,814 USD)
Capital Expenditure
19,500,000 UGX (5,571 USD)
Advertising
9,600,000 UGX (2,743 USD)
Communication
5,340,000 UGX (1,526 USD)
Professional Fees
4,464,000 UGX (1,275 USD)

13%
8%
6%
6%
6%

5%
2%
1%
1%

Donations from the Bududa Canada Foundation
and the Friends of Peace Teams
Computer students pay 120,000, hair dressing
students pay 250,000, nursery students pay
152,000, and students in BCP, Carpentry, and
Tailoring pay 120,000 at the Skills level, 120,000
at the Junior level, and 170,000 at the Crafting
level

Programe Expenditure
Communication
Facilities & Equipment
Meals
Stationery, Supplies, & Medical Care
Professional Fees
Payroll Expenses

Everybody who works for Bududa Canada
Foundation in North America donates their time
for free with the exception of our Canadian
accountant, who is paid a nominal fee
Expenditures on meals for students and staff at
BLC
Expenditures on donations with specific requests
and children with specific needs
Expenditures on class-specific supplies
Expenditures on power and building repairs
Expenditures on the transportation, food, and
lodging of staff during business trips
Expenditures on general school supplies, medical
equipment, and medical transport fees
Expenditures on ongoing capital investments
Expenditures on public outreach and brochures
Expenditures on Airtime and Internet
Expenditures on company registration, bank
charges, and audit fees
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Principal’s Report
On behalf of the Bududa Vocational Academy (BVA), I would like to take this
opportunity to report to the Board of the Bududa Learning Center for term one academic year 2017.
The first term started on 6/2/2017 and ended on 5/5/2017. I wish to extend my appreciation to you for all the support
rendered to us throughout the term.
Bududa Vocational Academy (BVA) appreciates the team of Americans, led by Rev. Derek, who came to visit us and the
community. We value the meaningful moments we shared with them and all the gifts our students received.
STUDENT ENROLLMENT – 2017
Bududa Vocational Academy (BVA) has six courses, with each department having the following students:
DEPARTMENT
Nursery teacher
training
Carpentry and
joinery
Building
construction
Computer studies
Tailoring
Hair dressing
Total

EXISTING
STUDENTS
16

NEW STUDENTS

TOTAL NUMBER

12

28

10

10

20

14

18

32

02
17
Nil
59

03
15
10
68

05
32
10
127

REMARKS

Newly started

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS – 2016, 2017
Breakdown of the 125 students currently in BVA:
DAY
SCHOLARS
99

Inside Story Headline

YEAR
2016
2017

BOYS
52
61

GIRLS
71
66

TOTAL
123
125

BOARDERS
(BOYS)
12

BOARDERS
(GIRLS)
16

UBTEB AND DIT EXAM- 2016
UBTEB means Uganda Business and Technical Examination Board and DIT means Directorate of Industrial Training.
These are two examination bodies that examine our students.
We had twenty (20) students altogether who sat for these exams, divided among the following departments:

DEPARTMENT
NAME AND SIZE
Carpentry and
joinery,
6 students
Building
construction,
9 students
Tailoring and
garments,
5 students

CRAFT
STUDENTS
(UBTEB) EXAM
5 students,
all passed

JUNIOR
STUDENTS
(UBTEB) EXAM
1 student,
passed

9 students,
8 passed
5 students,
all passed

DIT EXAM

REMARKS

6 students,
all passed

All qualified

Nil

9 students,
all passed

1 to retake

Nil

5 students,
all passed

All qualified
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Academics
The teaching and learning
have gone well and the staff
worked hard to see that
students did midterm tests
as well as end-of-term
exams. All students went
home with school report
cards and their performance
was promising. Overall,
term one 2017 was a
success.

Cocurricular Activities
BVA is doing well in
preparing students in games
and sports. We held
inter-house competitions,
which will help us form a
strong team to compete with
other related institutions.
This will give us greater
exposure. I believe it is one
of the activities that will help
us market the school.

Future Challenges
 Absenteeism of students
on market days.
 Delayed fee payments.
 Delayed reporting of
students at the
beginning of the term.
 Persistent increase in
food prices.

Term Two 2017

Fees Payment

The second term started on 29/5/2017 and will end on
25/8/2017.

The administration has
worked to put measures in
place for tuition fee
collection. As of now we are
in good standing. Both
students and parents have
been cooperative and
understanding.

Thank you for all your efforts to keep the school running.
I wish you the very best in all you do for Bududa Learning
Center and the community.
Yours in service,

Stephen Ojilong.
PRINCIPAL
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Discipline
The discipline of the
students has been good,
apart from a few cases that
we managed to handle, and
so we still aim for the best.
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The Story of Tony
Malisa Tony is very much
a model student. He’s
smart, friendly, and
always has a positive
attitude. When we first
came across Tony, he
was malnourished and
living with a grandmother
who was so sick she could
barely care for herself.
Today, after years of
humble determination, his
optimism is justified.
Tony’s first
school, Destiny High
School, didn’t have books,
electricity, or inspiring
teachers. Yet he still got
How’s school?
Malisa Tony: “When
Grandma died, Grandma
Grace took care of my
food. She raised me, tried
to pay for tuition, and
worked hard. Sometime
during my examinations,
[Bududa Learning Center
Social Worker] Madame
Martha came to me and
told me if I performed well
there was a chance I
would be further
sponsored. She was also
caring to me, guided me,
and showed me the ways
of life. When Primary
grades came back, I got
the first grade.
Madame Martha
came to me and told me I
would go down to Destiny
High School. I couldn’t pay
for my boarding so I lived
at home. I worked hard,
and ended up being fourth
in my class out of 111.
Donor Heather decided to
pay for my tuition. They
took me out of that high
school and I went to
Konokoyi School. With the
help of Madame Martha
and Madame Grace, they
took care of my grades
and gave me time to read.”

nine on the standardized
national exam, with four
being the lowest mark and
36 being the highest mark.
He has continued to show
excellence in education
and, combined with timely
aid by similarly inspiring
figures, his hard work has
paid off: he is currently
one of the top students in
his class and has the
support to go to university.
Tony’s parents
died while he was still
young. He now lives with
Grandma Wataka Grace,
who is a noteworthy

What does your family
mean to you?
“My mother died
when I was nine months.
My father was a soldier in
UPDF [armed forces], but
when he went to war he
was killed while I was in
Nursery Class.
I lived with my
grandmother Kathrine.
She died while I was still in
Primary School. I met
step-mother Grandma
Grace. She decided to
take care of me since I
was ten years old. She
raised me and allowed me
to go to the Children of
Bududa program. She was
with me from Primary One.
Grandma Grace
was always guiding me,
and telling me things I
should do. She counselled
me, and told me not to
have bad acts or bad
friends. She told me I
should make friends who
should tell me the good
things, tell me what is
good and what is wrong.
She was also helping me,
at first, trying to force me
to read hard and do my
homework in time. When I
was young, I thought she

guardian. Grace has previously
helped organize women in the
community so that they could
better communicate with others
on women’s issues. Her
charitable nature was so wellknown that, when a local
politician asked how he could
inspire trust, the community
asked him to help Grandma
Grace with her house. Together,
they built a more spacious and
sturdier home for Tony and his
five foster siblings to live in.
We met with Tony to
discuss his background. The
following is our conversation,
with Tony answering in perfect
English.
was forcing me, but then I
came to know that she was
helping me. She guided
me, which is why I was
able to do well. There are
many children my age who
are out of school, have got
married, or are working
aimlessly. They don’t know
what to do, but she
counselled me on what to
do and told me never to
drop out of school. She
has been the wealth of my
life.”
What will you do after your
education?
“I just want to be a
surgeon, because in
Uganda there are a lot of
people with problems of
hearts, but not people to
operate on them. I want to
study to help my friends,
because many of them die
from problems because
there are no doctors and
no machines either. Other
times they travel to India
for surgery.”
How has Children of
Bududa helped you?
“Children of
Bududa is very good. I am
going to a good school and
being paid for. It’s the best

Tony with his family

wish I could ever have. I
learned important skills
like how to make bags,
how to write like a
journalist, how to act, how
to read storybooks, and
how to speak English.
They helped me improve
my English and
communicate with people
who do not know the local
language.”
What would you say to
donor Heather?
“I would thank her with all
my heart, and if possible I
would accept any favour
she would ask of me to
make her happy.
The Children of Bududa
are bright, and really
thankful to the people that
help them. They’re
friendly, and appreciate
when they get support.”
What are your hopes for
Bududa in the future?
“I hope in the future,
Bududa will be good. A
good place for everyone.
No wars, and green
pastures that will never
grow old.”

Please Contribute
Bududa Learning Center could not exist without your contributions. Although students at Bududa
Vocational Academy pay course fees if they are able, the fees represent a small percentage of the
overall operating budget. The Center receives no government funding. We are growing our capacity
for earned revenue by encouraging our students to apply their vocational skills to produce
marketable goods. Students can also earn money for course fees by working on brick making and
carpentry for the building of the new campus.
It is donations from individuals, families, foundations and small businesses that provide 90 percent
of our operating funding. In Canada we have formed our own charitable foundation, Bududa Canada
Foundation, which issues tax receipts to Canadian donors. Through our partnership with Friends
Peace Teams (USA), we can provide charitable receipts for tax purposes in the United States.

Canadian Donors
To make a Canadian donation, please make your check payable to Bududa Canada Foundation. You
will receive an official receipt for income tax conforming to the requirements of the Canada Revenue
Agency, Charitable Number 82535 8286 RR0001. Please send your check to:
Bududa Canada Foundation
c/o Sally Bongard
54 Aberdeen
Toronto, ON M4X-1A CANADA
Or, you can make a Canadian donation online through CanadaHelps.org at the tollowing link:
https://www.canadahelps.org/

U.S. Donors
To make a US donation, please make your check payable to Friends Peace Teams and designate on
the check “For Bududa Projects”, and send to this address:
Bududa Learning Center
c/o Barbara Wybar
1211 Bay Street
Beaufort, SC 29902 USA
Or, you can make a USA donation online through Friends Peace Teams at the following link:
http://friendspeaceteams.org/donate-now/
In each instance, please be sure to designate on the check or website "FOR BUDUDA PROJECTS". If
you wish your gift to go to sponsor a child in our Children of Bududa sponsorship program, please
be sure to designate "FOR CHILDREN OF BUDUDA".
Please allow up to 60 days for gift-acknowledgement letter.

